Hoyt Family Maxims

The four maxims are introduced in brief biographies of each Patron Founder. 

MAXIM OF BENJAMIN F. HOYT, M.D.

1871-1956

He was born in a cabin, the youngest son of fifth-generation American parents, Hoyt and Gilbert, from England.  At 17 he left home in Wisconsin to become a telegrapher, but at 24 was encouraged to take up medicine; so, at the age of 25, he matriculated at the State University of Iowa College of Medicine on the condition that he make up subjects he had never taken in school. By the time they were made up, he was 27, almost too old for college, but he was determined to go on.  But before his junior year he contracted typhoid fever; he missed an entire year of school because of ensuing complications. 

As a 29-year-old junior he transferred to Northwestern University Medical School, from which he was graduated at 31 with a record so good that his final examinations were waived. As a general practitioner and country doctor, he nearly failed when his partner became an addict. He resolved to become a specialist and volunteered for, the U.S. Medical Corps, becoming a skilled roentgenologist.  After the war, he took his family to Los Angeles, opened an X-ray laboratory, and became affiliated with several hospitals.

From his boyhood home in a log cabin to an X-ray laboratory is a giant stride, a long step that was made primarily through perseverance.  But his will to persevere was tempered with a love of ideals and the finer concepts.  He became a man unsullied by the petty or the unsavory, a man whose savings are now in trust for students to help them to achieve success, and to learn from, Benjamin F. Hoyt, M.D., that they too can take a giant stride by having the WILL TO PERSEVERE. 

MAXIM OF MAUD R. HOYT

1878-1965

She was the youngest of seven children born to German immigrants, Roethinger and Haigis, from Wei1heim (now Wei1stette), Germany. Her father died when she was an infant, and she was forced to learn well the lessons of frugality and the need of thrift. At 18, following her mother's death, she was graduated from High School and took up residence with a sister, living in Baraboo, Wisconsin, and working in a drug store to prepare for attending the (later

named) Marquette University School of Pharmacy. At 28 she became the pharmacist in the Drug Store of Benjamin F. Hoyt, M.D., whom she married in 1907, and to them a son, John R. Hoyt, was born. 

In 1920 Maud R. Hoyt and her family, went to California, where she was active in women's clubs and was elected president of one of them. Her aspirations were always high, her patriotism keen, and her ideals of the finest. Her favorite aphorism, learned from the German, was: "Work makes life sweet", and she continually urged her children to work hard in making the most of their talents. She was an inspiring, devoted, and loving mother. She seemed to know intuitively that anything which one attempts to accomplish must be worked for with one's best and most conscientious efforts. Shortly before her 87th birthday, when she realized she had a terminal illness, she was courageous, alert, and logical. "Don't grieve"', she told her son, "I have had a long, full life." 

All that she saved so frugally is now in trust for students to teach them the precept that Maud R. Hoyt wanted everyone to know, understand, and follow: "WORK MAKES LIFE SWEET.” 

MAXIM OF MARY N. HOYT

1910-1985


MARY N. HOYT was born of sixth-generation American parents, Necker and Jesse, from France and England.  She grew up in San Francisco; as a child she showed scholastic and artistic aptitude, displaying her magnificent talent by winning First Place in the identification of classical works in competition with students from the entire city. 


She attended the University of California at Los Angeles and was initiated into Delta Delta Delta Sorority.  It was at this university that she met her future husband, John R. Hoyt, and after graduation they both taught school in the Los Angeles suburbs.  Subsequent to their marriage, she began to follow her youthful interests in art but it was not until after World War II that her talents were more fully utilized in serious work.


From 1950 until 1995 she produced many fine works in pottery, kiln-fired artifacts, and oil paintings both modern and impressionistic.  Her best work was in imaginative oil paintings that portray a misty-long-lost country such as Atlantis may have been.  From the color and uncomplicated beauty of her paintings one may infer the serenity of her lovely self.  


The proceeds from her paintings are in Trust for students, to assist them as well as to help them realize that one need not be precocious to succeed; and that each of us can always attain higher aims because it is NEVER TOO LATE TO USE ONE’S TALENTS.

MAXIM OF JOHN R. HOYT

1908-1995

JOHN ROBERT HOYT was born of sixth-generation American parents, Hoyt and Roethinger, from England and Germany. Physically under par and almost continually ill when young, he could hardly have survived without his ever-helping parents - and a certain amount of pertinacity. 

He attended the University of California at Los Angeles where he met his future wife, Mary E. Necker. After he was graduated he taught school until receiving an appointment to flight training in the United States Navy, his third but finally successful attempt to become a military pilot. Following four years of Naval service and after release from the Navy, he nearly failed to qualify as a Flight Inspector in the then Civil Aeronautics Authority, being retained only after his own persistence produced an explanatory interview with the Director of the agency.

Just prior to World War II, he was ordered back into the Navy as an instructor. But his many articles on flying led to a transfer to the Bureau of Aeronautics in the Navy Department in Washington, D.C., where his talent for organizing enabled him to create and administer several Navy Flight Instructor Schools, which produced thousands of instructors to aid the war effort. 

From 1953 to 1995 he devoted his time to writing and investments, which enabled him to save a fund to assist students and help them to learn the precept that "Success equals the Will-to-Persevere times Work times Talent times Destiny … but with a naught in any factor of this equation a man rarely succeeds, whereas with tangible amounts, in each factor the product will be the attainment of one’s Goal.” 

