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Alliance for Research with Chicagoland Communities

2026/Round 19 Community Research Seed Grants


Research Pilot Application INSTRUCTIONS/DOWNLOAD

The application is comprised of eight parts.

PART A: Title & Contact Information
PART B: Partnership Focus
PART C: Partnership Description
PART D: Research Pilot Description
PART E: Alignment with Priorities
PART F: Budget & Budget Justification
PART G: Applicants & ARCC Commitments
PART H: Graphic/Table/Additional Info (Optional)
[bookmark: _vi3wyxe7v9g9]
[bookmark: _li73xse5t8od]To submit your application, you will download and complete this document (Part A, B, C, D, E, F (budget justification), and G), the Part F budget excel document, and Part H optional Graphic/Table/Additional Info and then combine those into a single PDF file. Email this single PDF to ARCC@northwestern.edu by the April 23rd deadline (by 11:59 pm). 
[bookmark: _2d9klq6gyjp0]
[bookmark: _n2ssv4b51hky]To DOWNLOAD this application form as a Microsoft Word document. Click on File in the menu bar, scroll down to download, go to the arrow of options, and choose Microsoft word. In your downloaded word document, enter your responses to the application questions/requests below. Additional information about the grant and application is located here in the Grant Request for Applications.


Please note, the provided word counts are general guidelines. ARCC staff/reviewers will not be counting. All parts/questions are required except for Part H.


[bookmark: _xukgopmi9aky]PART A: Title & Contact Information
A1: Research Pilot Seed Grant Title:


A2: Contact information for submitting partners: Note: While there may be more than one collaborating community and/or academic partner in the partnership, for purposes of the application, info should be submitted for only 1 community/faith/public partner with an individual designated as Community Lead and only 1 Northwestern faculty member designated as Academic Lead. Others can be listed as Co-Leads 

Community Lead 
First and Last Name: 						Title: 
E-Mail:								Phone Number: 
[bookmark: _px74xfb35bak]
Community Organization
Organization Name: 
Address (Street, City/State/Zip):  
[bookmark: _y3e6f5hr9qw6]Community Organization Executive Director or CEO (if not serving as Community Lead)
First and Last Name: 						Title: 
E-Mail:								Phone Number: 
[bookmark: _y3ev1hf9y081]
Academic Lead
First and Last Name: 						Title/Academic Rank: 
Northwestern School and Department:
E-Mail:								Phone Number: 
[bookmark: _pvjkn6takbuo]
[bookmark: _mkfn16ez2q3y]Contact info (Name, title, organization, email) for any additional community or academic Co-Leads:


[bookmark: _1df3y01u27cr]PART B: Partnership Focus
Note: ARCC collects this information to help us learn and improve our work. It will be used internally, and any sharing outside ARCC will be in aggregate and not tied to specific partnerships.

B1. Topic Focus:  Bold all that apply or delete those that do not apply
Aging 			Alzheimer's 			Asthma & Allergy 
Cancer 			Cardiovascular 			Integrative Medicine 	
Diabetes 			Education/Youth Development	Faith-based research 		
General Health 		Health Care Access 		Health Literacy 			
Housing/Homelessness 	Infectious Diseases 		Mental/Behavioral Health 	
Food Security/Nutrition/Physical Activity 			Maternal/Parental/Child Health	
Root Causes of Health Inequities/Social Determinants of Health
Sexual Health/HIV/AIDS 	Violence Prevention 		Other (please specify):

B2. Community(ies) of Focus:  Bold all that apply or delete those that do not apply
Infants/young children (0-4 y/o) 	Children (5-11 y/o) 			Adolescents/young adults (12-24 y/o) 
Adults (25-64) 	Older Adults (65 and up) 		Pregnant people 
LGBTQ+ 	People living with disabilities 	Middle East & North African 
Asian	Black				Indigenous/Native		
Latino/a/e 	Other (please specify):

B3. Geographic Community(ies):   Bold all that apply or delete those that do not apply
Click here for a detailed list of Chicago's community areas by district (e.g., Far North, Southwest, etc.).
	Chicago City-wide 		Far North (Chicago) 		North (Chicago)
	Northwest (Chicago)	Central/Near North/Near South	West/Near West (Chicago) 	
	Southwest (Chicago)	South (Chicago)		Far Southwest (Chicago)	
	Far South (Chicago)	Suburban 			Statewide (Illinois)
	Other (please specify): 
[bookmark: _g23jqgxc081c]B4. Summary of proposed research pilot (Up to 175 words): This should be written in lay language and able to stand alone. Please include: 
· [bookmark: _wogifu5injz1]shared health interest your research partnership will explore or build upon together; 
· [bookmark: _xt54zb1l0e0g]any communities of focus and/or geographic focus; and 
· [bookmark: _32g32ppbylg3]the main aim of your application. 
[bookmark: _c2k2s9p6y21a]Examples for previous rounds can be found by scrolling down here.
[bookmark: _61nn4p1kcno5]
[bookmark: _auoxtope40fu]
[bookmark: _3sfpadc1zka]PART C: Partnership Description

[bookmark: _wwzdgeqpvyym]C1.  Why Your Focus Needs Attention (Up to 125 words): State focus of your research pilot and describe why this matters for the health & well-being of the community(ies) engaged. Include how the focus is of importance to community members (people with lived experience, beyond community organization leaders) and clarify the knowledge gap this pilot intends to fill.

C2. Describe your community-academic partnership (Up to 600 words): Relevant history of partnership (e.g. how community & academic partners came together, previous collaboration). Proposed project leadership: Relevant experience/training of community and academic leads and/or other key leaders. Infrastructure and/or for strategies for engaging community members (people with lived experience) beyond community organization leaders. Shared principles of partnership (Applicants can review CCH Principles of Engagement and consider applicability.). Planned strategies for sustaining and deepening relationships for longer-term collaboration and capacity development related to future community impact and collaborative research activities.


[bookmark: _oi0cwlni23nh]PART D: Research Pilot Description
This is the primary section of the application. 

D1. Describe your research pilot goals, methods, next steps (Up to 1500 words): 
Feel free to include any formatting, graphics, or tables that are helpful to organize your content. 

· Pilot Goals (What your partnership aims to do). 
· Pilot design and methods (How you propose to do it): Research data you plan to collect, number of people you propose to recruit, and your data analysis protocol. Provide adequate detail for reviewers to understand why and how you plan to do what you describe. 
· How pilot research findings will be shared with community and academic collaborators and used to determine next steps.  
· Provide details on the proposed project activities and timeframe (can be presented in a brief narrative or table format). Include plans for IRB submission, if relevant. 
· Sustainability and Next Steps: Describe plans for sustainability at the end of this grant funding. Include 1-2 main indicators of success, as well as brief detail on how these indicators were chosen. Include how the grant will lead to sustained partnership, future research collaboration and funding, and positive community impact.


[bookmark: _q0wy36lt0j62]PART E: Alignment with Priorities

E1: Indicate if the Community Lead Organization focuses on/serves Chicagoland communities most impacted by health inequities. Bold response or delete those that do not apply

Yes			No			Other

E2: Describe how your partnership does/will focus on health equity & addressing root causes of health inequities in your research pilot and in your approach to working together. (Up to 250 words)

The RFA encourages partnerships to build their understanding of and ability to focus on health equity and address root causes of systemic or structural inequities. There are also often issues related to power dynamics in the community-academic relationships.

E3. Is this application being submitted by and building on a previously funded ARCC Community Research Capacity-Building award or Partnership Development award? (Prior ARCC-funded projects must be completed by August 2026.)
 Bold response or delete choice that does not apply
Yes			No

E4. If yes, provide a clear description of how this application is building on this previously supported work. (Up to 250 words)



[bookmark: _j1qh6jm4070j]PART F. Budget

F1: Download and complete Excel Form for Budget (which can be found on the RFA web page). 
· Categories in document are examples and can be changed or deleted as relevant. 
· Up to 10% indirect costs allowed for Community Lead organization. 
· In-kind funds are not required.
· Include completed Excel form in your combined single PDF for submission.

F2: Budget Justification. Explain proposed expenses here. 



[bookmark: _4j9z1a6k06ul]Part G. Applicant & ARCC Commitments

Community Lead Commitments

I am the Community lead on the proposed work described in this application and will be the representative for my organization ensuring that the proposed work, collaboration, and budget are carried out as described. I commit to completing the required components of the Seed Grant Support Program. If this application is funded, I will be the primary Community contact for this grant award.

Typed Name: 			Signature					Date: 	
(insert typed name again 
or electronic signature)

[bookmark: _nmrigluifr6]
[bookmark: _1v86zy9437mi]Community Organization Executive Director or CEO (if not serving as Community Lead)

I confirm that I have reviewed and approved the proposed work, collaboration, and budget in this application. The Community Lead on this application as listed above will be the primary representative for our organization, this application, and the proposed work. The Community Lead and our organization in partnership with the Academic Lead will ensure that the proposed work and collaboration are carried out as described. If this application is funded, our organization will work with ARCC to receive and spend grant funds as indicated in the budget. I will notify ARCC if I wish to be included in all grant communication, in addition to the Community Lead. If the Community Lead leaves their role at our organization, I will identify a new Community Lead for this application/grant at our organization and notify ARCC of this change or contact ARCC to discuss.

Typed Name: 			Signature 					Date: 	
(insert typed name again 
or electronic signature)

Academic Lead Commitments

I am the Academic Lead on the proposed work described in this application and will be the Northwestern representative ensuring that the proposed work, collaboration, and budget are carried out as described in collaboration with the Community Lead and organization. I commit to completing the required components of the Seed Grant Support Program. If this application is funded, I will be the primary Academic Lead contact for this grant award. If I leave Northwestern University or am no longer able to partner on the proposed work, I will notify ARCC of this change and contact ARCC to discuss.

Typed Name: 			Signature					Date: 	
(insert typed name again 
or electronic signature)

ARCC Commitments
[bookmark: _gj19ctq12830]
ARCC commits to all applicants that we will send confirmation of application receipt, complete a timely review process with qualified community and academic reviewers, and provide open communication with applicants about the status of their application in accordance with the timeline here. ARCC commits to providing resources and assistance throughout the grant period through the Seed Grant Support Program. 

Typed Name: 				Signature 				Date: 	
Jay Brown (ARCC Director)						April 23, 2026[image: ]



Part H. Graphic/Table/Additional Info (Optional): (Up to 3 pages, pages beyond 3 will be deleted):  Include document with graphic(s), table(s)/timeline, or additional information you want to include for reviewers here or in the single PDF submitted.
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