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Alliance for Research with Chicagoland Communities

2026/Round 19 Community Research Seed Grants


Community Research Capacity-Building Grant 
Application INSTRUCTIONS/ DOWNLOAD

[bookmark: _2zoe6t77k8yq]Please DOWNLOAD this application form as a Microsoft Word document. Click on File in the menu bar, scroll down to download, go to the arrow of options, and choose Microsoft word. In your downloaded word document, enter your responses to the application questions/requests below. Additional information about the grant and application is located here in the Grant Request for Applications.

Combine your downloaded completed word document, Part E budget excel document, and Part G optional Graphic/Table/Additional Info into a single PDF file. Email this single PDF to ARCC@northwestern.edu by the April 23rd deadline (by 11:59 pm). 

The application is comprised of seven parts.  

PART A: Title & Contact Information
PART B: Organization or Community Focus
PART C: Community Research Capacity-Building Description
PART D: Alignment with Priority
PART E: Budget & Budget Justification
PART F: Applicants & ARCC Commitments
PART G: Graphic/Table/Additional Info (Optional)

Please note, the provided word counts are general guidelines. ARCC staff/reviewers will not be counting. All questions are required except for Part G.
[bookmark: _mdaq8ha9nkdy]
[bookmark: _i3zzr6omwwqs]PART A: Title & Contact Information
A1: Community Research Capacity-Building Seed Grant Title:

A2: Contact information for submitting partners Note: While there may be more than one collaborating community partner, for purposes of the application, info should be submitted for only 1 individual community/faith/public partner with an individual designated as Community Lead. 

Community Organization
Organization Name: 
Address (Street, City/State/Zip): 

Community Lead (if not serving as Community Lead)
First and Last Name: 						Title: 
E-Mail:								Phone Number: 

[bookmark: _iajj82hud06p]Community Organization Executive Director or CEO (if not community lead)
First and Last Name: 						Title: 
E-Mail:								Phone Number: 
[bookmark: _pktp86apbich]
[bookmark: _10inmrbzof1m]Contact info (Name, title, organization, email) for any additional community or other Co-Leads:


[bookmark: _1mtl2lw3m5f3]PART B: Organization or Community Focus
Note: ARCC collects this information to help us learn and improve our work. It will be used internally, and any sharing outside ARCC will be in aggregate and not tied to specific partnerships.

B1. Topic Focus: Bold all that apply or delete those that do not apply
Aging 			Alzheimer's 			Asthma & Allergy 
Cancer 			Cardiovascular 			Integrative Medicine 	
Diabetes 			Education/Youth Development	Faith-based research 		
General Health 		Health Care Access 		Health Literacy 			
Housing/Homelessness 	Infectious Diseases 		Mental/Behavioral Health 	
Food Security/Nutrition/Physical Activity 			Maternal/Child Health	
Root Causes of Health Inequities/Social Determinants of Health
Sexual Health/HIV/AIDS 	Violence Prevention 		Other (please specify):

B2. Community(ies) of Focus: Bold all that apply or delete those that do not apply
Infants/young children (0-4 y/o) 	Children (5-11 y/o) 			Adolescents/young adults (12-24 y/o) 
Adults (25-64) 	Older Adults (65 and up) 		Pregnant people 
LGBTQ+ 	People living with disabilities 	Arab 
Asian	Black				Indigenous/Native		
Latinx 	Other (please specify):

B3. Geographic Community(ies):  Bold all that apply or delete those that do not apply
Click here for detailed list of Chicago's community areas by district (e.g., Far North, Southwest, etc.).
	Chicago City-wide 		Far North (Chicago) 		North (Chicago)
	Northwest (Chicago)	Central/Near North/Near South	West/Near West (Chicago) 	
	Southwest (Chicago)	South (Chicago)		Far Southwest (Chicago)	
	Far South (Chicago)	Suburban 			Statewide (Illinois)
	Other (please specify): 


[bookmark: _q6kixhabd5w3]PART C: Community Research Capacity-Building Description

[bookmark: _wwzdgeqpvyym]C1. Summary of proposed research capacity-building (Up to 150 words): This should be written in lay language and be able to stand alone. Please include: 
· [bookmark: _xt54zb1l0e0g]any communities of focus and/or geographic focus; and 
· [bookmark: _32g32ppbylg3]the main aims of your application to build community research capacity in your organization or community(ies)

C2. Why Your Organization or Community Wants to Build Research Capacity (Up to 150 words): Describe why your organization or community is interested in focusing on developing or strengthening research capacity. Include how the focus is of importance to community members (people with lived experience, beyond community organization leaders) and processes your organization has (or will) undertake/n to identify this focus. 

C3. Describe your planned goals and strategies for the grant (Up to 350 words): What will this grant prepare your organization(s) or community to do next in terms of research activities or collaboration? Possible activities are described here. Include if there are any plans to engage community members (people with lived experience) beyond community organization leaders. 


[bookmark: _p2notgoir0e4]PART D: Alignment with Priority

D1: Indicate if the Community Lead Organization focuses on/serves Chicagoland communities most impacted by health inequities. Bold response or delete those that do not apply

Yes			No			Other

D2. Indicate if the Community Lead Organization has served as a Community Lead on a ARCC Seed Grant Award before (Community Research Capacity-Building, Partnership Development, and/or Research Pilot)

Yes			No			Other
[bookmark: _mlr499k1uubq]
[bookmark: _93apf4z7qi4m]PART E. Budget

E1: Download and complete Excel Form for Budget (which can be found on the RFA web page). Up to 10% indirect costs allowed for Community Lead. Categories in the document are examples and can be changed or deleted as relevant. Include this completed Excel form in your combined single PDF for submission.

E2: Budget Justification. Explain proposed expenses. No required form or format. This can be included in the downloaded word document.

[bookmark: _9t39qe9fqj6q]
[bookmark: _35vzzf5hza4o]Part F. Applicant and ARCC Commitments

Community Lead Commitments

I am the lead on the proposed work described in this application and will be the representative for my organization ensuring that the proposed work, collaboration, and budget are carried out as described. I commit to completing the required components of the Seed Grant Support Program.  If this application is funded, I will be the primary contact for this grant award.

Typed Name: 			Signature				Date: 	
 		(insert typed name again 
or electronic signature)
[bookmark: _hy47uj26bw3y]
[bookmark: _rvqehc4hh6bh]Community Organization Executive Director or CEO (if not serving as Community Lead)

I confirm that I have reviewed and approved the proposed work, collaboration, and budget in this application.  The Community Lead on this application as listed above will be the primary representative for our organization, this application, and the proposed work. The Community Lead and our organization will ensure that the proposed work and collaboration are carried out as described. If this application is funded, our organization will work with ARCC to receive and spend grant funds as indicated in the budget. I will notify ARCC if I wish to be included in all grant communication, in addition to the Community Lead. If the Community Lead leaves their role at the organization, I will identify a new Community Lead for this application/grant at our organization and notify ARCC of this change or contact ARCC to discuss.

Typed Name: 			Signature				Date: 	
(insert typed name again 
or electronic signature)

ARCC Commitments
[bookmark: _3j130kgkcpzf]
ARCC commits to all applicants that we will send confirmation of application receipt, complete a timely review process with qualified community reviewers, and provide open communication with applicants about the status of their application in accordance with the timeline. ARCC commits to providing resources and assistance throughout the grant period through the Seed Grant Support Program. 

Typed Name: 			Signature 					Date: 	
Jay Brown (ARCC Director)						April 23, 2026[image: ]



Part G. Graphic/Table/Additional Info (Optional): (Up to 3 pages, pages beyond 3 will be deleted):  Include document with graphic(s), table(s)/timeline, or additional information you want to include for reviewers in the single PDF submitted.
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