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Biostatistics at NU
Overview
Division of Biostatistics (Chief: Denise Scholtens), 
Department of Preventive Medicine (Chair: Mercedes Carnethon)

QDSC

BCC

NUDACC
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Biostatistics Centers and Cores
Overview

• Supports non-cancer research at NU

• Initial 1-2 hour consultation subsidized by FSM Research 
Office

• Grant, Hourly

• https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/bcc/

Biostatistics 
Collaboration Center 

(BCC)

• Supports cancer-related research at NU

• Free to Lurie Cancer Center (LCC) members

• Grant

• https://www.cancer.northwestern.edu/research/shared-
resources/quantitative-data-sciences.html

Quantitative Data 
Sciences Core (QDSC)

• Prospective, large multicenter research 

• Comprehensive support (e.g., clinical monitoring, data 
analysis, project management)

• Grant

• https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/nudacc/

Northwestern University 
Data Analysis and 

Coordinating Center 
(NUDACC)
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Outline

1. Free text

2. Longitudinal data collection 

3. Surveys

4. Questions/Discussion
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Longitudinal Data 
Collection



Longitudinal Data

• Way the computer understands longitudinal data and the way we understand 
it are not the same 

• Intuitive for us:

• Interpretable by a computer:

• Want to create database that exports in computer format
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Longitudinal Data: Method 1
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Longitudinal Data: Method 1
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Longitudinal Data: Method 1

• REDCap treats each unique variable name as a distinct column in data export
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Longitudinal Data: Method 2

• Use REDCap events!

•  
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Longitudinal Data: Method 2
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Surveys

• May want to send survey based on condition being met

• E.g. a questionnaire for participants who respond “None” for years of 
education

• Possible to automate survey sending using logical conditions (basically the 
same as branching logic)
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Thank you!
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