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Scientific discovery depends on collaborations — whether 
it’s serendipitous chats in the hallway, coordinated multi-
disciplinary meetings or long-standing partnerships between 
labs.

But prior to the opening of the new Louis A. Simpson and 
Kimberly K. Querrey Biomedical Research Center, such 
interactions had been logistically challenging for investigators 
like Yongchao Ma, PhD, associate professor of Pediatrics, 
Physiology and Neurology.

As part of the Stanley Manne Children’s Research Institute 
at Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children’s Hospital of Chicago, Ma’s 
laboratory was located at the institute’s facilities in Lincoln Park 
— three and a half miles from the hub of scientific activity on 

Feinberg’s campus. That meant extra effort to avoid isolation 
and time-consuming trips to attend seminars, access core 
resources and precariously transport reagents and mouse 
models between the laboratory and Feinberg campus.

“We were getting by, but it was certainly cumbersome,” 
said Brittany Edens, a doctoral student in the Northwestern 
University Interdepartmental Neuroscience Program (NUIN) 
and a member of Ma’s laboratory. 

Today, that is no longer the case. Earlier this summer, the 
Stanley Manne Children’s Research Institute moved into 
the Simpson Querrey Biomedical Research Center, where it 
occupies four floors of the new building, allowing investigators 
in pediatrics to share the same research space as Northwestern 
scientists across disciplines.

The Ma laboratory is already buzzing with enthusiasm about 
what these new connections might mean for their research 
goals. The team is focused on uncovering mechanisms of motor 
neuron and dopaminergic neuron development, function and 
degeneration, in order to inform new therapeutic strategies 
for devastating diseases like spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), 

(continued on page 2)

Created for Collaboration
By Anna Williams

The new Louis A. Simpson and Kimberly 
K. Querrey Biomedical Research 

Center was designed to promote 
collaboration, whether it’s seren-

dipitous chats or coordinated 
multi-disciplinary meetings.

https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/simpson-querrey/
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/simpson-querrey/
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/faculty-profiles/az/profile.html?xid=17879
https://www.pediatrics.northwestern.edu/index.html
http://physio.northwestern.edu/
https://www.neurology.northwestern.edu/
https://www.luriechildrens.org/research
http://www.nuin.northwestern.edu/


the Feinberg Cardiovascular and Renal Research Institute 
(FCVRI). “The open layout for both the labs and the office areas 
has already promoted more discussions and collaboration, 
and we now regularly work with more FCVRI labs to move 
our research forward,” said Wilsbacher, who studies signaling 
pathways in cardiac development. “We collaborate closely 
with labs in the Center for Genetic Medicine, and their close 
proximity is a real advantage as well.”

The Simpson Querrey Biomedical Research Center also features 
floor-by-floor connections with the Robert H. Lurie Biomedical 
Research Center and a new skybridge connection to the Searle 
Medical Research Building. Scientists throughout campus 
in a diversity of areas — including cancer, cardiovascular 
diseases, neurosciences, pulmonary, pediatrics, epigenetics, 
nanotechnology, biomedical engineering and more — can now 
more seamlessly interact with one another.

“The building and views have obvious aesthetic appeal. 
However, I now also appreciate the intelligence behind the 
layout of the space,” said Marc Mendillo, PhD, assistant 
professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics, who 
studies stress response transcriptional networks in the context 
of malignancies. “I have experienced a great increase in the 
number of interactions I have with colleagues every day. This 
promotes the exchange of ideas, which is the foundation for 
new collaborations and moving biomedical research forward.”

As research expands, so can the building; the Simpson Querrey 
Biomedical Research Center is designed to accommodate a 
future expansion that can more than double its size vertically, 
with up to 16 new floors in the second phase of construction.

For now, Jennie Lin, MD, MTR, assistant professor 
of Medicine in the Division of Nephrology and Hypertension 
and a member of the FCVRI, has already found the open-
concept laboratories to be beneficial to her research in 
cardiometabolic and kidney disease. “As more investigators 
finish moving into SQBRC, I look forward to accelerating 
discoveries through increased interactions in an incubator of 
scientific creativity,” she said.
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amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and Parkinson’s disease 
(PD). They’ve also recently taken on promising new research 
projects in RNA methylation and neural stem cell differentiation 
— findings published in Cell Reports — that will benefit from 
new proximity to the Department of Neurology and PD experts 
like D. James Surmeier, PhD, chair of Physiology, among others.

“We are very excited to be here,” Ma said. “Being a part of 
this building will help us to establish collaborations with other 
scientists, especially as we have new ideas and exciting new 
projects that really require a team effort.” 

Open for Discovery 

The Simpson Querrey Biomedical Research Center, which 
officially opened in mid-June, is the largest new building solely 
dedicated to biomedical research at an American medical 
school. The impressive, curved-glass 12-story building adds 
more than 625,000 square feet of research space to the 
Chicago academic medical campus.

The facility, which can house 23 principal investigators and 
their teams on each floor, will enable Northwestern to increase 
sponsored research funding by $150 million annually, or 
$1.5 billion in the next 10 years with future expansions and 
investigators.

But even now, just over a month since the purple ribbon was 
cut and the building officially opened for business, scientists 
and staff in the new space are already seeing its benefits.

The lab plan on each floor is designed around the idea of 
flexible “research neighborhoods,” which create a vibrant hub 
for scientists to work together. Each light-filled floor also has 
centralized, informal gathering areas to promote dialogue 
among the three lab neighborhoods.

This is critical for investigators like Lisa Wilsbacher, ‘03 
MD, ‘01 PhD, assistant professor of Medicine in the 
Division of Cardiology and Pharmacology and a member of 
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Northwestern Accepting Nominations for 
$200,000 Nemmers Prize in Medical Science
Northwestern University is accepting nominations for its 
$200,000 Mechthild Esser Nemmers Prize in Medical Science. 
The biennial prize will be awarded in fall 2020.

Candidacy for the 2020 Nemmers Prize is open to physician-
scientists whose body of research exhibits outstanding 
achievement in their disciplines as demonstrated by works 
of lasting significance. Individuals of all nationalities and 
institutional affiliations are eligible, except current or recent 
members of the Northwestern faculty, past recipients of 
the MechthildEsser Nemmers Prize and recipients of the Nobel 
Prize. 

The 2020 recipient of the Nemmers Prize will deliver a 
public lecture and participate in other scholarly activities at 
Northwestern.  

In 2016, the inaugural prize was awarded to Huda Zoghbi, MD, 
a Howard Hughes Medical Institute investigator and professor 
at Baylor College of Medicine known for her groundbreaking 
research on Rett syndrome and other neurological disorders. 
In 2018, the prize was awarded to Stuart Orkin, MD, a Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute investigator at Boston Children’s 
Hospital and professor at Harvard Medical School, known for 
his landmark discoveries into blood cell development and the 
genetic basis of blood disorders.

“Finding answers to devastating diseases is the most important 
thing we in medicine will do for future generations,” said 
Eric G. Neilson, MD, vice president for Medical Affairs and 
Lewis Landsberg Dean. “I look forward to honoring another 
outstanding investigator whose discoveries can lead to answers, 
who has contributed to improving human health globally and 
who has transformed the way we think about the mechanisms 
of disease.” 

“Northwestern University is proud to offer the Mechthild 
Esser Nemmers Prize in Medical Science as a way to honor 
achievements that have made a real difference in advancing the 
field of medical science,” said Northwestern Provost Jonathan 
Holloway, PhD. “We look forward to seeing the nominations for 
these outstanding scientists, who are under consideration for 
spurring the discovery of new knowledge that may help battle 
disease, cure illness or improve the quality of life for people 
who are suffering.” 

Nominations for the prize will be accepted until November 
1, 2019. Nominating letters of no more than one page 
should describe the nominee’s professional experience, 
accomplishments, qualifications for the award and a curriculum 
vitae of the nominee. Nominations from experts in the field and 
institutional nominations are welcome; direct applications will 
not be accepted. 

Nominations can be submitted at www.feinberg.northwestern.
edu/nemmers.

Training the Next Generation  
of Health Disparity Researchers 
The Northwestern University Minority Health and Health Disparities Research Training Program (NU-MHRT) will be funded by a 
five-year training grant from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities. 
The program will provide health disparities research training experiences to minority and other underrepresented students and 
trainees, supporting early career development to 10 trainees per year from diverse backgrounds.

“This grant is a dream come true for me and is highly important to Feinberg and Northwestern as it is the first training grant 
solely focused on minority health and health disparities research across the research continuum,” said principal investigator 
Melissa Simon, MD, MPH, ’06 GME, the George H. Gardner Professor of Clinical Gynecology and vice chair for Clinical Research 
in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology. Read more here. 

https://www.nemmers.northwestern.edu/medical-science.html
https://news.feinberg.northwestern.edu/2016/02/nemmers-prize-in-medical-science-announced/
https://news.feinberg.northwestern.edu/2018/05/pioneering-hematologist-to-receive-2018-nemmers-prize-in-medical-science/
http://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/faculty-profiles/az/profile.html?xid=23239
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_wf_click-3Fupn-3D84Em28S1K9SvtzcUtu04EjtLonfTTH9k4oevQ7cAC7c7q-2D2BLARd-2D2FnLqd9ee-2D2BKmxo2q1jUmCx8zRirwYb7-2D2FKkxPg-2D3D-2D3D-5FiYb-2D2BzHYsTb-2D2FyfTxQBf3JHkWhdNdPfHrwShdINt8jHrYsQ-2D2BTUXm8fhjayrIgTg13GrRQEp8ZD78rKuHOw1U38lRadctpSk83zeynupMpsxeEj0UE5ExLLjK7bA7ZSFXp8ooex4jgWE0SGjRK4n1T6YwKs8vKfsjLwG-2D2Bsz6oBF672ZQYPs-2D2BQha-2D2FplTZquhx8vJ18D9LJUsBnHxT6Z6FaFi0etyqhqIShDr2Ae8nYw-2D2Fq4vdisRmrp0KCuHFlGnu8R6D2EKn5rhX4b5SQF6wOCKAF3kRv2B4Y1yMjPoTQSIhlNwBildK3BgWG4BlQIMlqEG09BXJTlBL6yPvrxj9N20YWpNDZJrnl1EKk1BctEMLaqw-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=yHlS04HhBraes5BQ9ueu5zKhE7rtNXt_d012z2PA6ws&r=QPdm14uHGYgUfOChiPB3PDxervVV_CFEasOcKakYRYE&m=Xfm84HepVZoTF6bWeMMJ0UBLRvw7-8HKM6hSu73y56Q&s=PL1i5OiLCzpWoNJQJ5kB-0nj1PeFtZFOnYm7YTqhOYM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net_wf_click-3Fupn-3D84Em28S1K9SvtzcUtu04EjtLonfTTH9k4oevQ7cAC7c7q-2D2BLARd-2D2FnLqd9ee-2D2BKmxo2q1jUmCx8zRirwYb7-2D2FKkxPg-2D3D-2D3D-5FiYb-2D2BzHYsTb-2D2FyfTxQBf3JHkWhdNdPfHrwShdINt8jHrYsQ-2D2BTUXm8fhjayrIgTg13GrRQEp8ZD78rKuHOw1U38lRadctpSk83zeynupMpsxeEj0UE5ExLLjK7bA7ZSFXp8ooex4jgWE0SGjRK4n1T6YwKs8vKfsjLwG-2D2Bsz6oBF672ZQYPs-2D2BQha-2D2FplTZquhx8vJ18D9LJUsBnHxT6Z6FaFi0etyqhqIShDr2Ae8nYw-2D2Fq4vdisRmrp0KCuHFlGnu8R6D2EKn5rhX4b5SQF6wOCKAF3kRv2B4Y1yMjPoTQSIhlNwBildK3BgWG4BlQIMlqEG09BXJTlBL6yPvrxj9N20YWpNDZJrnl1EKk1BctEMLaqw-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=yHlS04HhBraes5BQ9ueu5zKhE7rtNXt_d012z2PA6ws&r=QPdm14uHGYgUfOChiPB3PDxervVV_CFEasOcKakYRYE&m=Xfm84HepVZoTF6bWeMMJ0UBLRvw7-8HKM6hSu73y56Q&s=PL1i5OiLCzpWoNJQJ5kB-0nj1PeFtZFOnYm7YTqhOYM&e=
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/faculty-profiles/az/profile.html?xid=16856
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/obgyn/
https://news.feinberg.northwestern.edu/2019/08/training-the-next-generation-of-health-disparity-researchers/
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Using Technology to Improve Patients’ Lives
Mozziyar Etemadi, MD, PhD, research assistant professor at the 

McCormick School of Engineering and of Anesthesiology

What are your research interests? 
My research interests are the same as my clinical interests — to make tangible 
improvements in the lives of patients. I believe the best way to achieve this in the research 
realm is to not be limited by a particular research question, a particular set of tools or a 
particular mode of study. By letting patient care frame the research, it creates a vibrant 
resolve to use the best possible tools, techniques and methodologies to get the job done.

What types of collaborations are you engaged in across campus (and beyond)? 
My group is based inside Northwestern Memorial Hospital in one of the Intensive Care 
Units. As such, we form deep collaborations across the health system. From nursing to 
information technology to risk management, we are informed by the direct, actionable 
problems facing end-users and we develop and customize technologies to solve these 
problems. 

One way we tackle problems is by using custom electronics, firmware and software to build 
non-invasive wearable sensors to find patient information that is normally found using more 
invasive means. For example, cardiac output is determined using a catheter (invasive) or an 
ultrasound (requires a skilled technician and expensive equipment). We have built a custom, 
chest-worn patch that can measure cardiac output non-invasively.

We also collaborate with Google AI, a research team within Google. They have the 
world’s top machine-learning talent and computing resources. Together, we work 
to develop novel AI tools to predict cancers based on medical imaging. Recently, 
we showed that we could predict lung cancer in patients — sometimes a year 
before a radiologist.

What is the ultimate goal of your research?  
The ultimate goal of my group’s research is to keep people out of the health system as much 
as possible. Given the significant use of technology in our research, sometimes this means 
using technology to develop early screening and prognostication tools for disease. But 
more often than not, it means using technology to make the technology disappear: when 
providers can focus on the human aspects of medicine, their human connection to the 
patient can become the cure.

How did you become interested in this area of research? 
When I was in high school, I joined a startup in the Chicago suburbs that used wireless 
routers to provide broadband internet to suburbs that only had dial-up. I went out on 
service calls, so I saw all of the things our customers were using our service for. Something 
that for us as engineers was simple — modifying a wireless router with some basic 
customizations — allowed so many people to do things that had been near impossible for 
them. I was hooked. From that day forth, I wanted to use and develop technologies that 
could help people in all areas of their life, and could think of no better way to accomplish 
this than by building technology for healthcare.

How is your research funded? 
Because most of our work is highly application driven, our work doesn’t neatly fall under 
one of the basic science umbrellas that receive government funding. As such, we rely on the 
generous support of Chicago-area philanthropists who have contributed to our research.  

Mozziyar Etemadi, 
MD, PhD, research 
assistant professor at 
the McCormick School 
of Engineering and of 
Anesthesiology at Feinberg, 
has been at Northwestern 
since 2016. His lab is 
based inside Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital, where 
he conducts his research 
and mentors engineering 
and medical students. They 
work on a range of projects, 
including building novel 
wearable sensors, updating 
data aggregation from 
clinical systems (ranging 
from electronic medical 
records to ECG machines to 
infusion pumps) and using 
machine learning and AI to 
predict patient and health 
system outcomes. Listen 
to our latest podcast with 
Etemadi.

Q&A

August 2019
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http://www.mccormick.northwestern.edu/
http://www.mccormick.northwestern.edu/
http://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/anesthesiology/index.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/artificial-intelligence-and-medicine-with-mozziyar-etemadi-md-phd.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/artificial-intelligence-and-medicine-with-mozziyar-etemadi-md-phd.html


Radhika Rawat, a third-year student 
in the Medical Scientist Training 
Program (MSTP), participates in a 
range of activities at Feinberg — 
from the wellness committee and 
curriculum review committee, to 
initiatives through the Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion. She was 
co-chair of the 2017 Anatomy 
Closing Ceremony and serves as 

MSTP representative on the Driskill Graduate Program Student 
Council.

Now in the PhD phase of her training, Rawat is currently 
conducting research in the laboratory of John Kessler, MD, 
the Ken and Ruth Davee Professor of Stem Cell Biology. She 
recently published a review in Current Opinion in Cell Biology, 
providing a snapshot of the current research in deubiquitinase 
biology, with a focus on USP7, one enzyme implicated 
in cancer and disease. Rawat wrote the paper under the 
guidance of Panagiotis Ntziachristos, PhD, assistant professor 
of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics.

What is your research focus? 
In the Kessler Laboratory, I study the effects of neurogenesis on 
affective behavior, specifically in the context of depression and 
anxiety. 

Depression is one of the leading worldwide causes of disability 
and lost productivity, but we don’t understand it well. As 
our lab recently published in Molecular Psychiatry, the most 
widely used antidepressant medications seem to converge on 
a pathway that influences adult hippocampal neurogenesis, or 
the birth of new brain cells.

While there has been some controversy about the existence 
and importance of adult neurogenesis, there is substantial 
evidence for it and its relation to various neurological diseases. 
For example, a recent paper published in Nature shows that 
the rate of neurogenesis is related to progression in Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

What we hope to learn from our current work is how new 
neurons contribute to behavior changes, and how these 
processes are altered by illness and medications. We hope that 
our work will provide mechanistic underpinnings for these 
important, but so far poorly-understood, processes.

Why did you choose the Medical Scientist Training Program at 
Northwestern? 
The MD/PhD was a natural combination of my interests and 
the elements I wanted in a career. As an undergraduate at the 
University of California, Berkeley, I found that many of my most 
worthwhile experiences were at the intersection of scientific 
research, health policy and teaching, and my experiences 
working for an orthopedic surgeon made it clear to me that 
medicine was where I wanted to be. 

Community and culture were key factors in my program 
decision. When I was applying, I felt immediately welcomed, 
challenged and at home with the Northwestern MSTP students 
and faculty. I also valued the opportunities and different 
perspectives afforded by a city like Chicago.

What has been the most rewarding experience of medical 
school so far? 
I frequently volunteer to work with high school and 
undergraduate students in the anatomy lab. There’s no better 
feeling than seeing a student catch the same enthusiasm and 
wonder that brought me into science. Seeing students light up 
when we talk about the heart as an intersection of mechanics, 
electricity and genetics, or how different parts of the brain are 
responsible for movement, senses and personality, takes me 
back to the awe I felt learning about them for the first time.

Tell us about your involvement in other activities at Feinberg.  
As part of the wellness committee, I help organize events and 
share resources with students, sometimes serving as a liaison 
between the student body and the Augusta Webster Office of 
Medical Education (AWOME). 

I think it’s notable that the medical school administration 
has created a culture of investing in student development. 
The emphasis on our growth not just academically, but as 
professionals, team members and individuals, is something I 
value immensely in our medical school’s philosophy. 

Last year, I co-moderated one of the inaugural groups of 
Sustained Dialogue, a program organized through the Office of 
Diversity and Inclusion in which students speak more openly 
about issues that might stay under the radar in typical medical 
school conversations. I believe these kinds of programs give us 
useful tools for having productive discussions with our future 
teams and patients when we’re coming from different places. 
Disagreements can make teams stronger, and these programs 
help build the skills to make that happen. 
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Staying Engaged With Student Development 
and Advocacy Initiatives 

  

Q&A 

Radhika Rawat, Medical Scientist Training Program

http://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/mstp/
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/diversity/
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/diversity/
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/faculty-profiles/az/profile.html?xid=12433
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30897496
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/faculty-profiles/az/profile.html?xid=33042
http://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/sites/biochem/
https://news.feinberg.northwestern.edu/2016/10/scientists-find-new-path-in-brain-to-ease-depression/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-019-0375-9
https://yournmconnection.nm.org/home/discovery-program-engages-teens
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/md-education/contact-us/about-awome.html
https://news.feinberg.northwestern.edu/2017/09/medical-students-learn-to-engage-with-a-diverse-community/
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/diversity/about/sustained-dialogue-program-launch.html


Where are you originally from? 
What is your educational 
background? 
I grew up in Grand Haven, 
Michigan, which is about a 
three hour drive from Chicago. 
I graduated with a degree in 

Biopsychology and Cognitive Science from the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

Please tell us about your professional background. 
I was awarded an undergraduate research fellowship at the 
University of Michigan, where I spent time as a research 
assistant in the School of Nursing. The project involved 
researching aggressive physical behavior in patients with 
dementia.

Post-college, I had a strong desire to move to Chicago and 
applied for a Project Coordinator position under Dr. Mary 
McDermott. I have worked with Dr. McDermott’s peripheral 
artery disease studies ever since. I spent several years as 
Research Project Manager and currently have an appointment 
as a Clinical Research Associate. 

Why do you enjoy working at Northwestern?  
It is always a plus to work for a reputable company, and 
Northwestern is the best of the best. It’s an honor to work 
at Northwestern. When my daughter was born nine weeks 
prematurely, I knew I could trust the team of doctors and 
nurses at Prentice to care for my daughter during her extended 
neonatal intensive care unit stay.

I enjoy the work/life balance that is possible in my role at 
Northwestern. With research, there isn’t an enormous amount 
of opportunity for growth unless you go on to obtain a PhD or 
MD. I know that path isn’t for me, and this is okay! I think it is 
important to perform at your highest level while at work and 
spend time outside of the job enjoying family and pursuing 
other interests.

An added perk of working at Northwestern is VIP access to 
football tickets. A quick train ride to Evanston for Northwestern 
vs. Michigan football games is a must. I want to say “Go Blue!” 
but that feels out of place here.
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How do you help scientists and/ or research students at the 
medical school?  
I manage several ongoing studies for patients with peripheral 
artery disease (PAD) and assist with writing protocols and 
manuals, managing a team of eight research study coordinators, 
and manuscript writing. It is well established that supervised 
treadmill walking exercise can improving walking ability in 
patients with PAD, but access to these programs is limited and, 
of course, exercise is hard. It has been very interesting to see 
what Dr. McDermott dreams up for other ways to improve 
functioning in these patients. 

One of our current studies examines the effects of home-based 
walking exercise with and without pneumatic compression (PC). 
The PC device needs to be worn two to three hours per day and 
it amazes me what our research study participants will do for us. 

What do you like to do in your spare time?  
I love traipsing around the city with my husband and daughter. 
We live in Lincoln Park and a simple three-mile walk downtown 
will allow one to see the Lincoln Park Zoo, beautiful parks and 
playgrounds, a farmer’s market and Lake Michigan — just to 
name a few places. I loathe structured exercise but am not 
opposed to walking ten or more miles around the city on any 
given day. 

I’m super into seasonal cooking so I spend a lot of time at 
farmer’s markets — I should mention that the close proximity of 
my office to the MCA Tuesday market as a perk of the job — and 
cooking and baking with local, in-season ingredients. I took my 
obsession a little further and started an Instagram account  
(@cooktheseasons), where I post photos of what I’m cooking. 
I also enjoy writing and recently wrote a children’s book, The 
Introverted Duck. My mom did the illustrations (I inherited my 
introversion from her) and it is available on Amazon in print or 
as an e-book. I expect to sell approximately four copies, but it 
has been a fun endeavor nonetheless.

Q&A

Assisting the Study of Peripheral Artery Disease 
Kathryn Domanchuk, Clinical Research Associate, Department of Medicine

https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/faculty-profiles/az/profile.html?xid=12615
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/faculty-profiles/az/profile.html?xid=12615
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Research in the News

Crain’s Chicago Business, July 24
NU gets $46M to accelerate research into treatments

U.S. News & World Report, July 23
Screen Every Pregnant Woman for Hep B: Task Force
Melissa Simon, MD, was quoted. 
► This research was also featured in HealthDay.

Chicago Tribune, July 18
Some of the deadliest cancers receive the least funding, 
Northwestern study says
Suneel Kamath, MD, was quoted. 

WTTW, July 18
Northwestern Develops Tool to Help Scientists Play Nice 
While Collaborating 
Bonnie Spring, PhD, was quoted.

The New York Times, July 17
The Sad Truth About Sleep-Tracking Devices and Apps 

National Public Radio, July 16
Regulations That Mandate Sepsis Care Appear To Have 
Worked In New York 
Demetrios Kyriacou, MD, was quoted. 

The Washington Post, July 1
More states are targeting teen vaping, but health advocates 
say it’s not enough to curb use

More media coverage available online.

NUCATS Corner 
Leverage the Expertise of Nationwide Clinical 
Research Consortium for Multi-center Clinical 
Trials and Studies

The Trial Innovation Network (TIN) is a collaborative 
initiative from the National Center for Advancing 
Translational Sciences (NCATS) at the National Institutes 
of Health. It is available to faculty investigators who are 
developing and/or leading multi-center clinical trials and 
studies. The goal of the Network is to execute multi-
center clinical trials and studies better, faster and more 
cost-efficiently by building on local NUCATS resources 
and leveraging the expertise, skills and knowledge of 
the nationwide Clinical and Translational Science Award 
(CTSA) program consortium. 

Trial Innovation Network services for both design and 
operation of clinical trials include:

► �Disseminating information about trials across the 
network

► �Operationalizing single institutional review board 
services

► Operationalizing standard agreements

► �Conducting nationwide HER based discovery of 
eligible participants 

► �Recruitment feasibility assessment, plans, and 
materials

► �Community engagement consultation studios 
and more! 

Services may be provided in collaboration with other 
NUCATS resources (e.g., Center for Clinical Research, 
Northwestern Medicine Enterprise Data Warehouse, 
Biostatistics Collaboration Center).

The local NUCATS TIN liaison team offers a connection 
to the national Trial Innovation Network. Opportunities 
for Northwestern researchers include proposing a trial 
you design, intended to run across multiple sites in this 
network, or being a site investigator for a trial initiated at 
another TIN site. To learn more about the capabilities of 
the Trial Innovation Network, click here.

Latest Podcast Episodes
Subscribe to our podcast and rate it here.
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Changes to Endometrial Cancer 
Treatment with Daniela Matei, 
MD

Bioengineered Organs 
and Kidney Diseases with 
Susan Quaggin, MD

https://www.chicagobusiness.com/health-pulse/nu-gets-46m-accelerate-research-treatments-neighborhood-child-health-data-released
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2019-07-23/screen-every-pregnant-woman-for-hep-b-task-force
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-northwestern-cancer-funding-20190718-rmhyhkrdmvfr5ns7ewiiydeddu-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-northwestern-cancer-funding-20190718-rmhyhkrdmvfr5ns7ewiiydeddu-story.html
https://news.wttw.com/2019/07/18/northwestern-develops-tool-help-scientists-play-nice-while-collaborating?utm_source=IPHAM+Newsletter&utm_campaign=83053441d9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_20190723&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2a4acb4f45-83053441d9-79075401
https://news.wttw.com/2019/07/18/northwestern-develops-tool-help-scientists-play-nice-while-collaborating?utm_source=IPHAM+Newsletter&utm_campaign=83053441d9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_20190723&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_2a4acb4f45-83053441d9-79075401
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/07/17/technology/personaltech/sleep-tracking-devices-apps.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/07/16/741840484/regulations-that-mandate-sepsis-care-appear-to-have-worked-in-new-york
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/07/16/741840484/regulations-that-mandate-sepsis-care-appear-to-have-worked-in-new-york
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/07/01/more-states-targeting-teen-vaping-health-advocates-say-its-not-enough-curb-use/?utm_term=.a81735ca2417
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2019/07/01/more-states-targeting-teen-vaping-health-advocates-say-its-not-enough-curb-use/?utm_term=.a81735ca2417
http://news.feinberg.northwestern.edu/media-coverage/
https://trialinnovationnetwork.org/
https://trialinnovationnetwork.org/
https://www.nucats.northwestern.edu/resources/clinical-research-support/multi-center-clinical-trials.html
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/breakthroughs/id1353116119?mt=2
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/endometrial-carcinoma.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/endometrial-carcinoma.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/endometrial-carcinoma.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/bioengineered-organs-and-kidney-diseases-with-susan-quaggin-md.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/bioengineered-organs-and-kidney-diseases-with-susan-quaggin-md.html
https://www.feinberg.northwestern.edu/research/news/podcast/bioengineered-organs-and-kidney-diseases-with-susan-quaggin-md.html


PI: John Kessler, MD, the Ken and Ruth 
Davee Professor of Stem Cell Biology

Sponsor: National Institute of Mental 
Health

Title: BMP Signaling and Neurogenesis in 
Major Depressive Disorder

Major depressive disorder (MDD) is a leading cause of disability 
and lost productivity. Nearly half of all clinically depressed 
patients fail to respond to the first prescribed antidepressant, 
and about a third fail to respond to all medications. 
Development of new approaches will require better understand 
of the mechanisms underlying the disorder. 

This project has identified and is examining a signaling pathway 
not previously implicated in anxiety and depression-like 
behavior, bone morphogenetic protein (BMP) signaling. MDD is 
associated with reductions in volume of the hippocampus (HC) 
in humans and in neurogenesis in the HC in animal models of 
the disorder. Reduction of BMP signaling in the HC in mice is 
sufficient to produce antidepressant-like changes in behavior 
and to increase neurogenesis. Treatment with several different 
classes of antidepressant drugs reduces BMP signaling in the 
HC, and prevention of this reduction in BMP signaling blocks the 
effects of the drugs on both behavior and neurogenesis. Thus, 
BMP signaling in the hippocampus regulates both depression-
like behavior and neurogenesis. However, a causal link between 
the changes in neurogenesis and behavior has not been 
established. 

The studies will determine whether there is a causal relationship 
between changes in neurogenesis, electrophysiological activity 
of newly generated neurons, and behavior after inhibition of 
BMP signaling in HC stem/progenitor cells. They also will define 
the role of BMP signaling in cellular and behavioral responses 
to stress, and test the hypothesis that gene expression changes 
due to elevated BMP signaling contribute to the decrease in 
neurogenesis, increased proportion of quiescent neural stem 
cells, and behavioral changes associated with stress/depression. 

Read more about this project. 

PI: Lee Lindquist, MD, MPH, MBA, Section 
chief of Geriatrics, associate professor of 
Medicine in the Division of General Internal 
Medicine and Geriatrics

Sponsor: National Institute on Aging

Title: Decision-making and Implementation 
of Aging-in-Place/Long Term Care Plans among Older Adults

The goal of this research is to better understand how older adult 
aging-in-place decision-making and implementation is impacted 
by cognitive changes seen with Alzheimer’s disease, functional 
loss, social influences and environmental factors. 

Remaining in one’s own home is a priority for many older adults. 
Decision-making and planning is critical to ensure successful 
aging-in-place, especially when older adults are diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease. Through previous PCORI-funded 
research, the group developed a tool, PlanYourLifespan (PYL), 
which facilitates making decisions and planning to age-in-place, 
specifically with Alzheimer’s disease. PYL was tested in a multi-
site randomized controlled trial of 385 community-dwelling older 
adults with three-month follow-up and found to be significantly 
efficacious in improving decision-making behaviors towards aging-
in-place options. With the short follow-up, the team was limited 
in determining how these decision-making plans of older adults 
translated into goal concordance towards aging-in-place. A gap 
exists in how decision-making for aging-in-place is impacted by 
older adults’ changes in cognition, functional loss, social factors 
and environments. 

To increase understanding, the team will leverage both an NIA-
funded cohort (LitCog) with extensive cognitive testing and a 
PCORI-funded intervention: PlanYourLifespan.org. They will 
conduct a 42-month longitudinal study of older adults from the 
LitCog cohort who will receive the PYL intervention. Surveys will 
be conducted every six months in conjunction with the active 
LitCog research, where cognitive, social, functional and health 
literacy data is being collected. Additionally, data will be collected 
on decision changes, resource use, timing of plan implementation 
and goal concordance.

Read more about this project. 
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Welcome New Faculty
Stewart A. Shankman, PhD, joined as chief of Psychology in the Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Sciences and professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences. His research focuses on 
mechanisms and risk factors of depression and anxiety disorders, with an emphasis on neurobehavioral 
processes that are common vs. specific emotional between the two disorders. Currently, he is the 
principal investigator and co-investigator on multiple NIH-funded R01 and R21 projects. Previously, 
he was a professor in the psychology and psychiatry departments at University of Illinois at Chicago, 
and earned his PhD in clinical psychology from Stony Brook University.

https://projectreporter.nih.gov/project_info_description.cfm?aid=9732981&icde=45314176
https://www.planyourlifespan.org/
https://projectreporter.nih.gov/project_info_description.cfm?aid=9670535&icde=45312474
http://psychiatry.northwestern.edu/
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Funding
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Limited Submission: Restoring Warfighters with 
Neuromusculoskeletal Injuries Research Award (RESTORE)
More information

Sponsors: United States Department of Defense, Department 
of the Army, U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel 
Command (USAMRMC), United States Army Medical Research 
Acquisition Activity (USAMRAA)
Pre-Application Submission Deadline: September 3
Submission Deadline: Pre-Application is required; application 
submission is by invitation only.
Upper Amount: $3M
Synopsis: The intent of the program is to provide support for 
research that proposes solutions for optimal management, 
treatment and restoration following service-related 
neuromusculoskeletal injury. Research will accelerate progress 
toward returning veterans to combat readiness following 
neuromusculoskeletal injury and will ultimately benefit all 
patients with those injuries. The scope of proposed research 
must either: 1) represent innovative approaches and have the 
potential to make an important contribution with the RESTORE 
focus areas; 2) advance laboratory, discovery, population-
based studies, or clinical application and acceleration toward 
clinical solutions; or 3) propose clinical trials with the potential 
to have a significant impact on veterans who have incurred 
neuromusculoskeletal injuries.

Microbiome and Aging: Impact on Health and Disease (R01 
Clinical Trial Not Allowed)
More information
 
Sponsor: National Institute on Aging 
Letter of Intent Due: September 30
Submission Deadline: October 30
Amount: $2.5M in FY 2020 to fund five to seven awards
Synopsis: The purpose of this opportunity is to fund projects 
focused on defining the factors that influence microbiome 
composition and functional characteristics during aging, 
understanding how the aging microbiome relates to the causes 

and pathophysiology of age-related chronic diseases, and 
development and testing of targeted interventions through 
diet, drugs or live organisms. Basic mechanistic, preclinical 
studies in animal models and human studies leveraging existing 
human longitudinal cohorts are accepted.

Paul B. Beeson Emerging Leaders Career Development Award 
in Aging (K76 Independent Clinical Trial Not Allowed)
More information

Sponsor: National Institute on Aging (NIA)
Letter of Intent Due: September 22
Submission Deadline: October 22
Amount: $2M in FY 2020 to fund approximately seven to 10 
awards for this funding opportunity and its companion
Synopsis: Early-stage physicians and other health professional 
investigators with a commitment to aging and/or aging-related 
diseases are encouraged to apply for this award to advance 
their research and leadership skills in their specialty and in the 
broader field of aging and geriatrics research.

NIA is pursuing this initiative to recruit early-stage investigators 
who have begun to establish research programs and who, 
through this award, will be ready to assume leadership roles in 
their field of expertise and be poised to change theory, practice 
and health outcomes related to the health of older individuals. 
Unlike other mentored K awards, candidates for this award 
must have received competitively awarded research support 
as a program director/primary investigator at the faculty level 
or have otherwise leveraged faculty-level research support 
to develop an independent line of research. They must show 
evidence of leadership in the clinical or research domain. 

Applicants proposing a clinical trial or an ancillary clinical trial 
as lead investigator should apply to the companion funding 
opportunity (RFA-AG-20-011).

View more funding opportunities

Who inspires you?  
My two greatest inspirations in life are my parents and my PhD 
advisor, Shuvo Roy. From a young age, my parents taught me that 
the two greatest joys in life were learning new things and helping 
other people. They always encouraged me to take risks and try 
new things, even if it meant dealing with uncertainty. They also 
tolerated me taking apart every computer they ever got and not 
always putting them back together again.

Professor Shuvo Roy taught me to put helping patients first. He 
showed me that while it could be very easy, and tempting at 
times, to choose other milestones for success — papers, funding, 
promotion, press — the sum total of all of these was next to 
meaningless if all of the hard work did not result in a tangible 
improvement in the lives of others. 

Etemadi 
(continued from page 4) 

https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_opps/192831?utm_source=ORD+Complete+Faculty+%26+Staff+List&utm_campaign=a230cb5e5f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_23_06_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a5b0a541bc-a230cb5e5f-436497793
https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_opps/192831?utm_source=ORD+Complete+Faculty+%26+Staff+List&utm_campaign=a230cb5e5f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_07_23_06_40&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a5b0a541bc-a230cb5e5f-436497793
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AG-20-030.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AG-20-010.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AG-20-011.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-AG-20-011.html
https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_main
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Article Translation Tips & Tricks

By Annie Wescott, Research Librarian

Do you immediately restrict your journal literature searches 
to English-only? While this is a valid strategy for many 
searches, it might not be appropriate for a systematic 
review. 

Searching, compiling, screening and interpreting 
publications for a review is already challenging enough 
without the added complication of a language barrier, and 
while it is common to see English-language restrictions in 
systematic reviews, this practice risks “language bias.” The 
risk of bias is especially problematic in systematic reviews 
on alternative medicine topics. Systematic reviews are often 
used to inform clinical decision-making, so it is important 
for researchers to offer a complete assessment of the 
available research. The Cochrane Handbook states that 
searches should be conducted without language restrictions 
and inclusion decisions made on a case-by-case basis. That 
said, it is unlikely that reviewers will embark on learning a 
new language for a single review, so where does that leave 
you? Consider one of these suggestions: 

1. Hire a professional medical translator 
The ability to read another language does not guarantee 
you will understand the complex medical terminology 
in that language. If your budget allows, hire an expert in 
medical translation to ensure quality specialty translation

2. Build language diversity into your review team  
Are there people in your field, department or program who 
are fluent in languages other than English? You may even 
have someone on your review team who already speaks 
another language. Create a team with language skillsets to 
make your review stronger.

3. Reach out to language learning departments 
Students who are majoring in a language other than English 
may be interested in article translation. Reaching out to 

language departments on campus can be an affordable (or 
sometimes free) option. 

4. Ask the publisher or author

In some cases, you may be able to contact the publisher or 
author to see whether an English translation already exists. 
If they cannot provide an English translation, you may still 
be able to get information about the data collected directly 
from the source.

5. Cochrane TaskExchange 
The Cochrane TaskExchange allows teams to request 
various tasks on an open board. You can create a bulk 
request for translating multiple records in the same 
language, but if searching for translations for multiple 
languages, you will need to make separate requests for 
each language. You do not have to pay for the services on 
Cochrane TaskExchange, but there is an expectation to 
contribute your skills elsewhere. 

6. Google Translate 
Some people find success using automatic translation 
software. The issue of properly translating medical 
terminology remains, but Google Translate can be an 
especially useful tool when translating for title/abstract 
screening. The automatic translation may help you 
determine whether an article meets your pre-determined 
inclusion/exclusion criteria. Once you have a set of articles 
for full-text screening, utilizing human translation services 
would be preferable. 

Translating non-English records is the second step in the 
process. The first? Include databases with global reach to 
be truly comprehensive. Searching the International Clinical 
Trials Registry Platform (ICTRP) and databases like Latin 
American and Caribbean Health Sciences Literature (LILACS) 
will give you a more comprehensive view of the global 
literature landscape and will make your review stronger.
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/22559755
https://training.cochrane.org/handbook
https://taskexchange.cochrane.org/tasks
https://translate.google.com/
https://systematicreviewsjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13643-018-0786-6
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Anderson CAM, Thorndike AN, Lichtenstein AH, Van Horn L, 
Kris-Etherton PM, Foraker R, Spees C. Innovation to Create 
a Healthy and Sustainable Food System: A Science Advisory 
From the American Heart Association. Circulation. 2019 
Jun;139(23):E1025-E1032.

Ardila D, Kiraly AP, Bharadwaj S, Choi B, Reicher JJ, Peng L, Tse 
D, Etemadi M, Ye WX, Corrado G, Naidich DP, Shetty S. End-
to-end lung cancer screening with three-dimensional deep 
learning on low-dose chest computed tomography. Nature 
Medicine. 2019 Jun;25(6):954.

Bao XJ, Gjorgieva E, Shanahan LK, Howard JD, Kahnt T, 
Gottfried JA. Grid-like Neural Representations Support 
Olfactory Navigation of a Two-Dimensional Odor Space. 
Neuron. 2019 Jun;102(5):1066.

Bhatt SP, Balte PP, Schwartz JE, Cassano PA, Couper D, 
Jacobs DR, Jr., Kalhan R, O’Connor GT, Yende S, Sanders JL, 
Umans JG, Dransfield MT, Chaves PH, White WB, Oelsner EC. 
Discriminative Accuracy of FEV1:FVC Thresholds for COPD-
Related Hospitalization and Mortality. JAMA-Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 2019 Jun 25;321(24):2438-
2447.

Brickner DG, Randise-Hinchliff C, Corbin ML, Liang JM, Kim 
S, Sump B, Durso A, Kim SH, Satomura A, Schmit H, Coukos 
R, Hwang S, Watson R, Brickner JH. The Role of Transcription 
Factors and Nuclear Pore Proteins in Controlling the Spatial 
Organization of the Yeast Genome. Developmental Cell. 2019 
Jun;49(6):936.

Croft AP, Campos J, Jansen K, Turner JD, Marshall J, Attar 
M, Savary L, Wehmeyer C, Naylor AJ, Kemble S, Begum J, 
Durholz K, Perlman H, Barone F, McGettrick HM, Fearon DT, 
Wei K, Raychaudhuri S, Korsunsky I, Brenner MB, Coles M, 
Sansom SN, Filer A, Buckley CD. Distinct fibroblast subsets 
drive inflammation and damage in arthritis. Nature. 2019 
Jun;570(7760):246.

Davis LE, Bolejack V, Ryan CW, Ganjoo KN, Loggers ET, Chawla 
S, Agulnik M, Livingston MB, Reed D, Keedy V, Rushing D, 
Okuno S, Reinke DK, Riedel RF, Attia S, Mascarenhas L, Maki 
RG. Randomized Double-Blind Phase II Study of Regorafenib 
in Patients With Metastatic Osteosarcoma. Journal of Clinical 
Oncology. 2019 Jun;37(16):1424.

Flegontov P, Altinisik NE, Changmai P, Rohland N, Mallick S, 
Adamski N, Bolnick DA, Broomandkhoshbacht N, Candilio F, 
Culleton BJ, Flegontova O, Friesen TM, Jeong C, Harper TK, 
Keating D, Kennett DJ, Kim AM, Lamnidis TC, Lawson AM, 
Olalde I, Oppenheimer J, Potter B, Raff J, Sattler RA, Skoglund 
P, Stewardson K, Vajda EJ, Vasilyev S, Veselovskaya E, Hayes 
MG, O’Rourke DH, Krause J, Pinhasi R, Reich D, Schiffels S. 
Palaeo-Eskimo genetic ancestry and the peopling of Chukotka 
and North America. Nature. 2019 Jun;570(7760):236.

Girard M, Wang SZ, Du JS, Das A, Huang ZY, Dravid VP, Lee 
B, Mirkin CA, de la Cruz MO. Particle analogs of electrons in 
colloidal crystals. Science. 2019 Jun;364(6446):1174.

Grundy SM, Stone NJ, Bailey AL, Beam C, Birtcher KK, 
Blumenthal RS, Braun LT, de Ferranti S, Faiella-Tommasino J, 
Forman DE, Goldberg R, Heidenreich PA, Hlatky MA, Jones 
DW, Lloyd-Jones D, Lopez-Pajares N, Ndumele CE, Orringer 
CE, Peralta CA, Saseen JJ, Smith SC, Sperling L, Virani SS, 
Yeboah J. 2018 AHA/ACC/AACVPR/AAPA/ABC/ACPM/ADA/
AGS/APhA/ASPC/NLA/PCNA Guideline on the Management 
of Blood Cholesterol: Executive Summary: A Report of the 
American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association 
Task Force on Clinical Practice Guidelines. Circulation. 2019 
Jun;139(25):E1046-E1081.

Grundy SM, Stone NJ, Bailey AL, Beam C, Birtcher KK, 
Blumenthal RS, Braun LT, de Ferranti S, Faiella-Tommasino 
J, Forman DE, Goldberg R, Heidenreich PA, Hlatky MA, 
Jones DW, Lloyd-Jones D, Lopez-Pajares N, Ndumele CE, 
Orringer CE, Peralta CA, Saseen JJ, Smith SC, Sperling L, 

Virani SS, Yeboah J. 2018 AHA/ACC/AACVPR/AAPA/ABC/
ACPM/ADA/AGS/APhA/ASPC/NLA/PCNA Guideline on 
the Management of Blood Cholesterol: A Report of the 
American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association 
Task Force on Clinical Practice Guidelines. Circulation. 2019 
Jun;139(25):E1082-E1143.

Grundy SM, Stone NJ, Bailey AL, Beam C, Birtcher KK, 
Blumenthal RS, Braun LT, de Ferranti S, Faiella-Tommasino J, 
Forman DE, Goldberg R, Heidenreich PA, Hlatky MA, Jones 
DW, Lloyd-Jones D, Lopez-Pajares N, Ndumele CE, Orringer 
CE, Peralta CA, Saseen JJ, Smith SC, Sperling L, Virani SS, 
Yeboah J, Guideline Writing Comm C. 2018 Cholesterol 
Clinical Practice Guidelines: Synopsis of the 2018 American 
Heart Association/American College of Cardiology/
Multisociety Cholesterol Guideline. Annals of Internal 
Medicine. 2019 Jun;170(11):779.

Ison MG, Lebeis TA, Barros N, Lewis GD, Massoth LR. Case 20-
2019: A 52-Year-Old Woman with Fever and Rash after Heart 
Transplantation. New England Journal of Medicine. 2019 Jun 
27;380(26):2564-2573.

Jiang ZF, Li W, Hu XC, Zhang QY, Sun T, Cui SD, Wang SS, 
Ouyang QC, Yin YM, Geng CZ, Tong ZS, Cheng Y, Pan YY, Sun 
YP, Wang H, Ouyang T, Gu KS, Feng JF, Wang XJ, Wang SB, Liu 
TS, Gao JH, Cristofanilli MSM, Ning ZQ, Lu XP. Tucidinostat 
plus exemestane for postmenopausal patients with 
advanced, hormone receptor-positive breast cancer (ACE): a 
randomised, double-blind, placebo-controlled, phase 3 trial. 
Lancet Oncology. 2019 Jun;20(6):806-815.

Liu J, Carnero-Montoro E, van Dongen J, Lent S, Nedeljkovic I, 
Ligthart S, Tsai PC, Martin TC, Mandaviya PR, Jansen R, Peters 
MJ, Duijts L, Jaddoe VWV, Tiemeier H, Felix JF, Willemsen G, 
de Geus EJC, Chu AY, Levy D, Hwang SJ, Bressler J, Gondalia 
R, Salfati EL, Herder C, Hidalgo BA, Tanaka T, Moore AZ, 
Lemaitre RN, Jhun MA, Smith JA, Sotoodehnia N, Bandinelli 
S, Ferrucci L, Arnett DK, Grallert H, Assimes TL, Hou L, 
Baccarelli A, Whitsel EA, van Dijk KW, Amin N, Uitterlinden 
AG, Sijbrands EJG, Franco OH, Dehghan A, Spector TD, Dupuis 
J, Hivert MF, Rotter JI, Meigs JB, Pankow JS, van Meurs JBJ, 
Isaacs A, Boomsma DI, Bell JT, Demirkan A, van Duijn CM. An 
integrative cross-omics analysis of DNA methylation sites of 
glucose and insulin homeostasis. Nature Communications. 
2019 Jun;10:11.

Lloyd-Jones DM, Braun LT, Ndumele CE, Smith SC, Sperling 
LS, Virani SS, Blumenthal RS. Use of Risk Assessment Tools 
to Guide Decision-Making in the Primary Prevention of 
Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease: A Special Report 
From the American Heart Association and American College 
of Cardiology. Circulation. 2019 Jun;139(25):E1162-E1177.

Lu J, Periz G, Lu YN, Tang Q, Liu Y, Zhang T, Shah Y, Thombre 
R, Aljumaah R, Li W, Mojsilovic-Petrovic J, Ji Y, Johnson K, 
Kalb R, Wang J. L3MBTL1 regulates ALS/FTD-associated 
proteotoxicity and quality control. Nature Neuroscience. 2019 
Jun;22(6):875-886.

Matei D, Filiaci V, Randall ME, Mutch D, Steinhoff MM, 
DiSilvestro PA, Moxley KM, Kim YM, Powell MA, O’Malley DM, 
Spirtos NM, Small W, Tewari KS, Richards WE, Nakayama J, 
Matulonis UA, Huang HQ, Miller DS. Adjuvant Chemotherapy 
plus Radiation for Locally Advanced Endometrial Cancer. New 
England Journal of Medicine. 2019 Jun;380(24):2317-2326.

Owens DK, Davidson K, Krist AH, Barry MJ, Cabana M, 
Caughey AB, Curry SJ, Doubeni CA, Epling JW, Kubik M, 
Landefeld CS, Mangione CM, Pbert L, Silverstein M, Simon 
MA, Tseng CW, Wong JB, Force USPST. Screening for HIV 
Infection US Preventive Services Task Force Recommendation 
Statement. JAMA-Journal of the American Medical 
Association. 2019 Jun;321(23):2326-2336.

Owens DK, Davidson K, Krist AH, Barry MJ, Cabana M, 
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The Simpson Querrey Institute (SQI) Peptide 
Synthesis Core 

The Simpson Querrey Institute (SQI) Peptide Synthesis Core 
Facility produces custom peptides for SQI members, 
Northwestern investigators and other local academic and 
commercial labs. This core provides customers with high-
quality peptides synthesized at 0.05-2mmol scales and purified 
by reverse-phase HPLC. They also carry out side chain or 
terminal modifications, such as the addition of fluorescent or 
biotin labels according to the customers’ research applications. 
In addition, the Peptide Synthesis Core utilizes the leading-
edge Agilent 6520 Q-TOF LCMS system to develop and deliver 
a wide range of mass spectrometry services. Those interested 
in learning the peptide synthesis and/or purification process 
can go through training by the core’s staff to make their own 
peptides and learn to purify them using the core’s HPLC 
instrumentation.

In addition to standard peptide services, the core offers 
consultation on peptide project design and collaborations. 
The experienced staff has been a part of recent publications in 
Macromolecular Bioscience, Advanced Healthcare Materials, 
and Cancer Immunology Research in collaboration with 
investigators here at Northwestern, as well as at University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and MIT. 

Contact  
Director, Mark Karver 
mark.karver@northwestern.edu 
312-503-6738. 

General contact: 312-503-6725

Location: 
Robert H. Lurie Medical Research Center  
303 E. Superior St., 11th floor 

Expiration of FY2014 Grant Funds 
A reminder to NIH grant recipients that grant funds expire 
five years after they have been issued. On September 30, 
NIH will cancel any remaining balances for grants funded 
during fiscal year 2014 (October 1, 2013 – September 30, 
2014). Please see NOT-OD-19-111 for more information. 
 
New Inclusion Policies for Human Subjects 
Webpage
Visit the new Inclusion Policies for Research Involving 
Human Subjects landing page to learn more about NIH 
policies on the inclusion of women and minorities and the 
inclusion of individuals across the lifespan. The revamped 
pages include sections on how the policies have been 
implemented in applications, peer review, progress reports 
and tables with policy notices and resources you can 
quickly scan to get to the information you need. Still have 
questions? Check out these FAQs. 
 
Registration Open for NIH Regional Seminar
The 2018 NIH Regional Seminar on Program Funding and 
Grants Administration will be held in Phoenix, Arizona, 
November 7-8, with an optional pre-seminar workshop 
on November 6. The NIH Regional Seminar offers a 
comprehensive program for the extramural community 
about the NIH grants process and related policies 
consisting of 45 different topics in flexible session tracks 
for administrators, new investigators and all interests. 
Topics include intellectual property, inventions and patents, 
budget basics, grant writing for success, pre-award and 
post-award issues for administrators and investigators, 
animal and human subject research and more. Register 
through October 11 for discounted rates.

The Feinberg Research Office regularly tracks research pub-
lished by Feinberg investigators. The citations are used on web 
pages, in newsletters and social media, for internal reporting 
and more. To more accurately track these journals, the Re-
search Office asks that Feinberg investigators use the follow-
ing institution name in the  address field when publishing in 
peer-reviewed journals: “Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine.”
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